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SUBJ: US-BENIN RELATIONS: QUESTION OP GPRB ASSURANCES RE 
CHANCERY AND RESIDENCE 

REF (A) COTONOU 861, (B) COTONOU 824, (C) COTONOU 799, 

(D) STATE 1 19077, 

1. DURING PRANK DISCUSSION WITH FORNMIN DIR FOR WESTERN EUROPE/ 
NORTH AMERICAN GNONLONPOUN (18 MAY), I WAS TOLD THAT THE 
WRITTEN ASSURANCES WE HAVE REQUESTED RE THE CHANCERY AND RES- 
IDENCE WILL PROBABLY REQUIRE A DECISION OP THE COUNCIL OP 
MINISTERS AND THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE PEOPLE'S REVOLU- 
TIONARY PARY OF BENIN. MY TALK WITH GNONLONPOUN WAS A POLLOW- 
UP TO MY MEETING EARLIER IN THE DAY WITH THE DIRGEN OP THE 
POREIGN MINISTRY (REP A). GNONLONPOUN HAD NOT BEEN INPORMED 

OP MY CONVERSATION WITH ADJIN, NOR HAD HE SEEN OUR NOTE. 

I GAVE HIM AN EXTRA COPY OF IT. 

2. GNONLONFOUN EXPLAINED THAT SINCE THE DECISION TO HAVE US 
VACATE THE CHANCERY 

AND RESIDENCE WAS MADE AT THE POLITICAL 
LEVEL (I.E., THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE), THE DECISION TO GIVE US 
THE WRITTEN ASSURANCES REQUESTED IN OUR MAY 3 AIDE-MEMOIRE 
AND THE FOLLOW-UP NOTE DELIVERED TODAY GO BEYOND THE CAPACITY 
EVEN OP THE POREIGN MINISTER. HE WAS SURE THAT AT, LAD A YE WOULD 
DO WHAT HE COULD. HOWEVER, IN OUR OPINION, THAT MAY NOT BE 
ENOUGH. (N.B. ALLADAYE HAS JUST BEEN NAMED TO THE 7-MEMBER 
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3. THIS WOULD EXPLAIN THE 
DISPARITY BETWEEN WHAT A LI. AD A YE 

SAID TO ME ON MAY 5 AND THE EOREIGN MINISTRY'S NOTE OE 

MAY 1 1 (REES B AND C). IT ALSO DETRACTS FROM THE VALUE OE 

ALL AD AYE'S VERBAL ASSURANCES, AS CLEARLY HE WOULD NEED CENTRAL 

COMMITTEE APPROVAL TO BACK UP HIS WORDS. AI. LAD AYR PROBABLY 

HOPED THAT HIS VERBAL ASSURANCES WOULD BE ENOUGH TO OBVIATE 

THE NECESSITY EOR GOING TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 

4. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT IN VIEW OE THE EOREGOING IT IS 
IMPERATIVE THAT WE HAVE WRITTEN ASSURANCES. A LI. AD AYE'S WORD 
WILL NOT SUEFICE. EMBASSY IS NOT CONEIDENT THAT THESE WILL 

BE EORTHCOMING IN THE NEAR EUTURE. WE PROPOSE TO WAIT 
A WEEK, THEN IN ORDER TO OBTAIN WHAT WE WANT, AND AETER EURTHER 
DISCUSSION WITH GNONLONFOUN, WE RECOMMEND THAT CHARGE BE AU- 
THORIZED TO TAKE UP MATTER DIRECTLY WITH PRESIDENT KEREKOU. 
CHESHES 
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